
Separation and relationship 
breakdown can be emotionally and 
financially challenging for everyone 
involved, but when it comes to 
farming families, the consequences 
are often far reaching.

The farm may have been in the 
family for generations and represent 
a way of life and this adds to the 
difficulty of achieving a clean break, 
especially where there is the wish that 
it passes to future generations.

The parties will know their farm the 
best and therefore if they cannot 
find a solution they are left with the 
unenviable situation of a Judge, 
who may not have ever set foot 
on the farm, making a decision for 
them, which could have an impact 
on the whole family and future 
generations.

The business structures that operate 
the farm, as well as occupational 
arrangements, may involve wider 
family members as part of a 

partnership or a limited company, 
so the decision makers may not just 
be the parties to the separation.

It is important that you have a 
legal advice you can trust to guide 
you through the process step by 
step and help you understand 
your options.  If you are facing 
relationship breakdown, our 
experienced team is here to help 
you find a workable resolution that 
can be cross checked with the 
principle of fairness. 

For further help and advice around settling a farming divorce, the considerations mentioned above, or 
any other matters related to family mediation or rural affairs, please get in touch with Oliver Hall, partner 
and family mediator, by calling (01904) 275 250 or email Oliver directly on oliver.hall@andrewjackson.co.uk
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